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SculptureSchoolroom decoration - the
creation of a beautiful environment which
will silently cooperate with the voice of the
teacher in the mental, aesthetic and
spiritual development of the children - is a
movement of ever-increasing importance,
and one to which Miss Gertrude L.
Brinkhaus has given her attention since the
beginning of the year one thousand nine
hundred five.At the close of the Louisiana
Purchase
Exposition,
where
Miss
Brinkhaus served as assistant director for
the Massachusetts Educational Exhibits,
she found herself possessed with the idea
of helping along schools and teachers
toward the attainment of schoolroom
decoration by presenting to them the
beautiful in sculpture - the masterpieces of
the world. It was one thing to wish to do
and another to hit upon a plan of doing, but
suddenly there came to her the thought that
newspapers must give collections of
sculpture and that the schools to receive the
gifts should be decided upon by means of a
voting contest. The publisher of the Boston
Herald was first approached, and the plan
met with his hearty approval and support.
An interesting contest was the result.Next,
the originator was invited to Washington,
D. C., by the Evening Star, and in June of
this year closed a period of work,
decorating some of the schools of Chicago
through the Chicago Record-Heraid.
Through
the
generosity
of
the
Times-Dispatch, the end of this year will
see many schools in Richmond, Va.,
beautified by this same plan, under Miss
Brinkhauss personal direction.In pursuing
her work, Miss Brinkhaus has always used
sculpture, not because she does not believe
in pictures, but because she believes in
teaching the child the beautiful in form.
Commenting on the plan, one of the
members of the Chicago Board of
Education, a lady who had made a special
study of art in the best schools of Europe,
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said: The presence and the study of
sculpture in the schools, not only develops
the art
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